Of all the proverbs you’ve learned, which one impresses you the most? Why?
“Traveling is the best teacher,” is the most impressive proverb that I have ever learned. While I was traveling, the best part of every trip was not the excitement when the air plane took off, the moment at which I could leave my worries behind, or the gratifying buffet meal and the big swimming pool provided by the hotel, but the lessons I could learn from traveling.


 In the summer vacation of 2006, my family and I went to Kenya and visited a traditional tribe. The people there were lacking water, so they didn’t have enough water to drink, not to mention growing crops. They lived in humble and shabby huts which were out of electricity. When we give the children some pencils and candies, they were so thrilled that they held the gifts tightly. Although their lives weren’t easy, they always looked on the bright side. From this trip, I’ve learned to count my blessing when I am not satisfied with what I’ve owned. In 2002, we went to the jellyfish-lake in Belau. In the lake, I held up a none-poisonous jellyfish and touched its smooth body. At that time, I realized how tender this creature was! Human beings should protect the nature as hard as possible. We shouldn’t pollute the environment and destroy the habitats of the animals too much, or otherwise all the fantastic creatures will become extinct. In this summer vacation, my family and I went to Hualien and watched aboriginal dances. I was amazed by their powerful voices, colorful clothes and energetic moves. Form the trip, I knew that every culture is unique and can’t be replaced. We should respect and be eager to know the customs of other cultures.

The lessons that I learn while traveling are the things I have heard of but do not realize their meanings. While traveling, I am not just a student sitting in the classroom reading a textbook, but a participant experiencing the whole lesson. Traveling is indeed the best teacher because it changes my views toward life and teaches me to be content with what I have had and learn to be nice to others, including people, creatures and the whole world.

